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**FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE** 

“MASTERS OF AMERICAN PHOTOGRAPHY” EXHIBIT TO OPEN IN THE  
READING PUBLIC MUSEUM’S NEW WORKS ON PAPER GALLERY 

 

Reading, Pa. – May 22, 2008 – Celebrating the opening of the new Works on Paper 

Gallery, the exhibition Masters of American Photography opens at the Reading Public 

Museum on Saturday, September 6, 2008 and continues through Sunday, May 3, 2009. A 

special reception and exhibition preview will be held on Friday, September 5, 2008, at 

5:30 p.m. 

 

This exhibition includes works from the Museum’s recently acquired collection of 

photographs that elegantly represent the history of photography in the 20th century. 

Iconic images by Alfred Stieglitz, Ansel Adams, Walker Evans, Edward Weston, 

Dorothea Lange, Margaret Bourke White and others will be on display. Many of these are 

vintage prints (made by the photographer very close to the time the negative was made) 

or late prints (made by the photographer or assistant years later). 

 

Rachael Arauz, Ph.D., independent curator for this exhibition, said, “This carefully 

chosen collection features an impressive range of images from some of the most 

important artists in the history of the medium, and is a monumental addition to the 

Reading Public Museum’s significant holdings in 20th-century art.” 

 

The Works on Paper Gallery, made possible in part through a grant from the 

Pennsylvania Department of Community and Economic Development, will showcase the 

Museum’s exquisite collection of fine art prints, sketches, etchings and watercolors, 

featuring 14,000 works spanning five centuries of American and European art history. 



World-class artists such as Pablo Picasso, John James Audubon, Albrecht Dürer, Edgar 

Degas, Rembrandt van Rijn, Salvador Dali, Andrew Wyeth, Pierre-Auguste Renoir, 

Diego Rivera and others will be featured in the gallery through future exhibitions.  

 

Ronald C. Roth, Director and CEO of Reading Public Museum, said, “The Museum’s 

collection of fine art works on paper is one of the largest public art collections in the 

Commonwealth. The Works on Paper Gallery will provide visitors and students alike 

with access to the great works in these collections, many of which have never before been 

exhibited.” 

 

The Museum is located at 500 Museum Road, Reading, PA 19611. Hours are Tuesday, 

Wednesday, Thursday, and Saturday 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Friday 11 a.m. to 8 p.m.; and 

Sunday 12 to 5 p.m. Admission to the Museum is: $7 adults (18-60), $5 

children/seniors/students (w/ID) and free to Members and children under four years old. 

The Reading Public Museum is supported in part by grants from the Pennsylvania 

Council on the Arts and the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission.  

Web: www.readingpublicmuseum.org. 
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